Population ageing is a natural process with irreversible consequences. Therefore, it has become an important agenda for economic and social policy. It requires the development and practical implementation of new tools for the integrated assessment of the main aspects of the elderly generation economic and social well-being. We account for over 50 years of active academic research work in the area of enhanced elderly population's wellbeing assessment as a complex socio-economic phenomenon. The phenomenon may comprise a number of components for evaluation on the basis of both quantitative objective criteria and qualitative subjective criteria. The paper addresses the question of using composite indices such as the AgeWatch Index and the Active Ageing Index for assessing the well-being of the elderly generation in the Russian Federation. The authors also debate the issue of the availability and comparability of the existing data for the Active Ageing Index calculation for Russia. The scope of the analysis falls within national Russian statistical databases in order to determine the possibility of the correct choice of relevant indicators from the sources available for the AAI calculation according to its original methodology.
Introduction
The problems associated with population ageing have become increasingly important in both developed and developing countries. The ageing of society is an exceptional challenge since one fifth of the world's population by 2050 will be represented by elderly people. The population age structure as a ratio of the number of age groups depends on many parameters such as birth rate and mortality, life expectancy, etc. Held in Madrid in April 2002, the 2nd World Assembly on Ageing adopted the Political Declaration and International Plan of Action, which became a pivotal point in the strategy of building a society for all ages (Report of the Second World Assembly on Ageing, 2002) . The science in http: //dx.doi.org/10.15405/epsbs.2016 .02.35 eISSN: 2357 -1330 
responsibility of the Conference Organization Committee
260 the assessment of well-being of the elderly population was in simultaneous development with the refinement of the well-being concept itself. As one of the first examples of a comprehensive assessment can serve the Life Satisfaction Index (LSI), first described in 1961 and comprising 20 indicators (LSA-A version) (Neugarten et al., 1961) (Adams, 1969; Barrett & Murk, 2006; Wood et al., 1969) . Researchers work on crosscountry, gender and other comparisons, well-being evaluation of older people with disabilities, institutional older generation, elderly people with different marital status, etc.
Academic papers present the diversity of approaches to the evaluation of various aspects of the elderly people well-being on the basis of objective indicators (national indices and national statistics evaluation of well-being of the elderly population in the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the United Kingdom), as well as subjective indicators of quality of life scale: WHO-5 -WHO (World Health Organization) Well-being Scale, WHOQOL -WHO Quality of Life Index, PGWB-SPsychological General Well-being Index, HRQOL -Measure of Health-Related Quality Life Index, PWI -Personal Wellbeing Index, EQOLI -Elderly Quality of Life Index and many others. Over the past 30 years numerous composite indices were developed by both public and private organizations.
Composite indices comprise a number of indicators in one ranking scale of assessment to identify distinctions in the investigated object in different aspects, and sometimes even with the use of different techniques and approaches. Human development is often measures using such composite assessment tools as indices of quality of life, gender inequality, poverty, health and others. All of them, as a rule, are based on the statistics of the international databases of such organizations as the United Nations, World Bank, World Monetary Fund, World Health Organization, Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, European Union, Gallup, etc. We witnessed numerous composite indices approaches with the Legatum Prosperity Index, the Multidimensional Poverty Index, the OECD Better Life Index, the Social Progress Index and many others.
There is no simple and obvious solution for a task of forming the composite index to describe the well-being of the elderly population. Despite the fact that significant methodological and practical experience has been accumulated by now in this area, there is still no generally accepted theoretical and methodological approach to the analysis and evaluation of the welfare of the elderly population, which, however, implies all composite indices. The United Nations' Human Development Index (HDI) in 1990 manifested the fact that the concept of human development has replaced the so-called "classical" theory of economic development, which previously had been based on the gross national product considering population as a driving force of economic development and economic growth making it the main objective of the social progress. At the present stage, the development of methodologies for composite indices of well-being assessment, conceptually, rely on at least three fairly large issues of "economic", "social" (medicine, education, environment, etc.) and "freedom" categories. The last one describes people's subjective perception of their lives and possibilities of choice. The difficulty of calculating the "freedom" category and finding its weight in the composite index does not undermine the necessity of correct and careful choice for other indicators domains and their further aggregation.
http: //dx.doi.org/10.15405/epsbs.2016 .02.35 eISSN: 2357 -1330 The AW goes far beyond the adequacy of pensions and other income supports measures, which, although crucially vital, but often narrow political thinking and debate about the needs of this age group. The index is designed to show that the country's GDP is no guarantee of a good life for the elderly, or an obstacle to the advancements in terms of the needs and opportunities of older people.
Elderly people in poor countries often have a better life, on average, in several key areas than those living in the regions with higher incomes. 
Active Ageing Index (AAI)
Since 2012 'collective' forms of ageing; (2) 'demographic' ageing and 'social' ageing (Zaidi et al., 2013) .
Demographic ageing is associated with the natural aging process (years lived), or as a period remaining to live (so-called prospective ageing) (Sanderson & Scherbov, 2007; Sanderson & Scherbov, 2010) . 'Social aging' is due both to the expectations of society and institutional constraints for active aging of the elderly population, quality of life and employment opportunities. This concept includes the perspective years of life, changes in health, life expectancy, cognitive abilities, mortality, ability to work, etc. (Zaidi et al., 2013; Marin, 2013) . Thus, governments have to set the goal of creating the conditions for maximizing the potential of the elderly population on the labor market, social nonmarket activities in order to increase the period of time when the elderly population will be able to remain independent and healthy (Zaidi et al., 2013) .
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Second, the developers deliberately avoided the use of national statistical data and focused on the sources of international databases to maximize the correct uniform statistics use and other data collected in conformity with one methodological approach. This approach demonstrates the benefits of the index as the primary data collected from independent sources and the data results are standardized for all countries. Selected indicators are based on the availability and completeness of the microdata.
Another advantage of the AAI is its flexibility. The index can be decomposed (disaggregated) into four distinct independent indices in accordance with the 4 domains of indicators that can be used separately.
The selection of indicators for the index itself is limited in order to preserve the robustness and structure of the AAI. However, the need for an in-depth study and analysis of the various phenomena 
Data sources for the AAI
The AAI methodology is based on four domains with a set of 22 indicators, originally drawn mainly Since the data for Russia according to the general AAI methodology can be imputed only for two indicators -physical safety and social connectedness, the construction of the AAI for Russia is quite a challenging task. In our opinion, the best way for the AAI for Russia calculation can be national statistics with modification of the AAI methodology specifically for Russia basing on specifics of socio-economic environment and data availability. 
AAI methodology applicability for Russia and Russian statistical data
For national-level statistics study in terms of data applicability for the AAI calculation we used the "2" -Data is available, the methodology of data collection and aggregation is different. The phenomenon of well-being could be possibly described using slightly different indicators with a lower level of comparability due to data sources sensibility difference.
"1" -Data is collected, but it is not publicly available or it is limited due limited scope of monitoring.
For example, survey data on participation in the political life of Russians is conducted by the Russian "0" -The data in the Russian statistics is not available. Thus, Russia will be evaluated for employment of people 55-72 years against 55-74 years in the AAI.
Still, the comparison within the first domain has the highest level of comparability compared to the other three domains. Tables 4-6 show different levels of data availability and comparability collected according to different methodologies from difference databases for the rest three index domains. http: //dx.doi.org/10.15405/epsbs.2016 .02.35 eISSN: 2357 -1330 
Discussion and Conclusion
Currently, there is a very acute problem of evaluating the well-being of the elderly population as a complex and multidisciplinary socio-economic phenomenon. The population ageing process raises a number issues of economic, social, hygienic and ethical implications discussed on national levels in different countries and provides the basis for a variety of calculations as of the demographic and socioeconomic nature.
The AW and the AAI are to serve as political tools as they focus on sustainable development of societies. The AAI is aimed at "providing a new tool for policy makers to enable them to devise evidence-informed strategies in dealing with the challenges of population ageing and its impacts on society" (Zaidi et al., 2013) Indicators of Well-Being, 2012) . Despite the active formation of the world of statistics and the availability of multiple databases, we cannot diminish the importance of assessing the well-being of the elderly population at the national level. The AW methodology confirms the necessity of its further development and improvement, as well as data coverage in different countries. While Russia manifests some dynamics in national policy on ageing, it still lacks comprehensive tools for older generation well-being measuring and analysis both on national and regional levels. The cross-regional comparison within the territory of the Russian Federation is previewed as the next research phase.
